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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

October 31, 2015 started out 
like a normal day in the life 
of the Grand Knight of this 

great Council. I was just finishing up 
a month jam packed with activities 
and was preparing for the service 
project we had planned for the day.  

We were going to help a young 
family in need, Ewa Lewandowski, 
a soprano, who sang during our Cul-
tural Diversity Celebration last year 
while visiting from Poland, her hus-
band Derek and their child.  They are 
moving to Florida in mid November.

As I went about the morning 
routine I started to feel some upper 
chest discomfort, much like indiges-
tion, which progressed to mild pres-
sure on my chest and back. So I sat  
down for a few minutes in my office 
and the pressure seemed to relent. I 
thought, “I’m good to go”. 

However, when I got up the chest 
and back pressure returned and then 
I started to get cold sweats. At this 
point I woke up, Anna May, who 
called 911. The dispatcher told her 
to give me 4 baby asprin (81mgs) 
and get into a comfortable position 
and the EMS Team would be there 
soon. 

Less than 10 minutes later there 
we least 6 EMS personnel in my 
house and I was hooked up to the 

Two years ago, an invitation was 
extended to a young soprano to 
join St. Stephen for the Cultur-
al Diversity Christmas Concert.  

George Miecyjak, through his plethora of 
contacts back in hometown Buffalo, New 
York, knew of this talent, and put things in 
motion.   

Not an easy task, however.  This young 
lady has a severe degenerative condition 
that leads to irreversible blindness (cur-
rently, she is at about 95%). George also 
learned that she was pregnant, and having a 
difficult time with sickness during her first 
trimester.   

That being said, when our folks heard 
Ewa Lewandowski’s incredible voice, it 
was her beautiful, charming, and humble 
disposition that made it so easy for us to 
embrace, and so the story begins.

The Adult Choir rallied to help her and 

her husband (and the little one “on the 
way” we now call “Victor”) began to work 
on the goal of moving them to Florida - not 
because of the nice weather, nor the relaxed 
lifestyle, but because New York was not a 
kind place for a blind young mother from 
Poland, and things were not as promised 
when they moved to this great country for 
a better life.  

Neither her nor her husband had 
“EVER” felt such warm, genuine love and 
affection, even in their native country, and 
they immediately recognized something 
very special at St. Stephen Parish. Husband 
Derek had lived in the U.S. for several 
years prior to meeting Ewa, falling in love 
and marrying her. Ewa, on the other hand, 
needed to complete the laborious task of 
acquiring a Green Card prior to leaving 
New York, or the process would need to 
begin all over again.

No Hill Too Steep / No Task Too Large
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EKG machine. The team leader then 
informed me that I was having a 
heart attack, but not to worry, we  got 
it early enough and all would be fine. 

In no time I was in the ER at Bran-
don Regional Hospital, the heart  
attack was confirmed. I was imme-
diately taken to an operating room 
where a cardiac catherization was 
performed and two stents were placed 
in the Right Coronary Artery, which 
was 100% occluded. 

Total time elapsed from the time 
the EMS team arrived at my house 
until I was recovering in the ICU was 
less than two hours! The performance 
of the Hillsborough County EMS per-
sonnel and the physicians and staff 
at Brandon Regional Hospital was  
absolutely outstanding. 

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank these Men and Women 
for their efforts! Also, I would like  
to thank the all the Brother Knights, 
Sister Columbiettes, Parishoners, 
and Friends who prayed for me and 
my family as well as those who visit-
ed me in the hospital or at home, sent 
cards, e-mails, texts, and Facebook 
posts and those who made phone 
calls to me and Anna May offering 
assistance in our time of need. You all 
Made A Difference in our lives! 

As I came face to face with my 
own mortality last Saturday, I real-
ized how very blessed and fortunate I 
am to be a member of the Knights of 
Columbus – not only for the love and 
support that the Knights provide to 
me and my family, but because over 
the past several years it has provided 
me with a vehicle to Make A Differ-
ence in the lives of others. 

As Knights please consider how 
we can offer the gift of Knight-
hood to other Catholic Broth-
ers and share the spirit of Father  
Michael J. Mc Giveney. If you are 
a new Brother or you have been a 
Brother for a few years, but have just 
gotten caught up in the day to day, 
please feel free to seek out one of your 
Program Directors and find out how 
you can Make A Difference. V

Mobilizing for Christians  
in the Middle East

Supreme Con’t Page 7

As the decimation of the Chris-
tian presence in the Middle East 
continues, now is the time for 
action On Sept. 11, I de-

livered a keynote address at the second an-
nual Solidarity Dinner of the In Defense of 
Christians National Leadership Convention 
in Washington, D.C. In place of my monthly 
column, I would like to share the remarks I 
made on that occasion.
The civilized world is rightly shocked 

when the Islamic State extremists blow up 
an ancient monument, such as the famous 
temple of Palmyra. Its destruction is a great 
loss to mankind. But something far more 
precious than buildings is being lost as, day 
by savage day, the Christian presence in the 
Middle East dwindles away.
Communities of believers who for gener-

ation after generation kept the faith alive in 
Syria, Iraq, Palestine and Egypt have been 
reduced to a mere fraction of their former 
numbers, and their gradual extermination 
has been as brutal as anything the fanatics 
have visited upon the shrines and temples 
of antiquity.
We mourn the physical destruction of 

beautiful objects. But there is nothing as 
beautiful, nothing as precious, as our broth-
ers and sisters who are the suffering body 
of Christ in today’s Middle East — broth-
ers and sisters whose only offense is that 
they believe in the one who told us to love 
our neighbor. As St. Paul reminds us, we 
are one body with many members, and “if 
one member suffers, all suffer together” (1 
Cor 12:26).
Representing the Vatican at the United 

Nations International Conference on the 
Protection of Victims of Ethnic and Reli-
gious Violence in the Middle East on Sept. 
8, Archbishop Paul R. Gallagher referred 
to the “unspeakable atrocities committed 
in the Middle East” against Christians and 
other religious and ethnic minorities.
Pastor Tom Doyle, who has done so much 

to alert us to what is happening there, has 
sadly called the persecution of Christians 

“the new normal” 
(Killing Christians: 
Living the Faith 
Where It’s Not Safe to 
Believe, 2015).
But this persecution is not “new”; it is any-

thing but “normal”; and it must be stopped.
As I said at our Supreme Convention in 

August, it is time for a season of truth about 
what is happening to Christians in the Mid-
dle East. What is happening is not surpris-
ing. And it is not surprising because it is 
not new.
Exactly 100 years ago, at the beginning of 

what is commonly known as the Armenian 
Genocide, Christians in the Middle East  
endured a genocidal year of the sword that 
encompassed most of the year 1915. During 
this period, more than 250,000 Chris-
tians perished. On Sept. 10, 1915, alone, 
8,000 Christian women and children were  
murdered outside Mardin, Turkey, near the  
Syrian border — a massacre that was  
recorded from eyewitness accounts by  
Dominican friar Hyacinthe Simon.
Following World War I, and in the perse-

cutions later in the 20th century, Christians 
in the region pleaded with Great Britain, the 
League of Nations and the United Nations 
for help, but their pleas were largely ignored.
Today, one is hard pressed to find coun-

tries willing to declare that what happened 
in 1915 was genocide — even though 
scholars agree and the evidence is clear. We 
are told that the reason for this reluctance is 
because those Christians were — and are 
today — so few in number.
But Christians in America are not few 

in number, nor are two billion Christians 
throughout the world.
Most Americans know that the term “geno-

cide” arose from the need to account for 
the deliberate effort to eliminate an entire 
ethnic or religious group. And most Amer-
icans are very familiar with the genocide 
that was perpetrated by the Nazis during 
World War II. But most are unfamiliar with 
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Brothers All - October is behind 
us. We have heard of many suc-
cessful membership drives across 
Florida, and we congratulate 

those Councils that have brought in new 
members. But we cannot sit on our laurels. 
New members bring in new blood, fresh 
ideas, and opportunities to expand our good 
works in our parishes and communities. It 
is all about Building the Body of Christ.

Successful membership recruitment 
takes organization, planning, commitment, 
and enthusiasm. If your membership re-
cruitment has been weak, and your efforts 
are not as organized as they could be, reach 
out for help to the State Membership Team. 

The Regional Membership Chairmen are 
there to assist you in your efforts. And, if 
there is sufficient interest, we can organize 
a membership training seminar in your area. 
The time for growing your Council is now!

Councils that are successful in mem-
bership recruitment—and successful in 
achieving Star Council—not only are orga-
nized for success, but have the programs to 
smoothly integrate Charity, Unity and Fra-
ternity in service to the Church and in ser-
vice to their communities. 

If you are having trouble attracting good 
Catholic men to your Council, your Council 
should take the time to do a self-assessment. 
Does your Council have the right programs 
in place to serve the particular needs of your 
families, your pastors, your parishes, and 
your neighbors? 

Do you tap the strength and the skills 
of all your members in your efforts? Do 
you help those of your members and their 
families that are sick or in distress? Do you 

reach out to 
those members 
who may have 
drifted away? 
Do you make a 
conscious and 
planned effort 
to build Frater-
nity?

Successful programs and member-
ship growth feed on each other. Make it a 
point to integrate membership recruitment  
opportunities into everything that you do. 
Be sure you have a system to publicize 
your good works!

Our seminar series for the first half  
of the Fraternal Year was completed in  
September. We want to thank the many 
Council representatives that attended. We 
have seen many Councils take the princi-
ples taught in the seminars to heart and be-
gin to implement those principles in their 
Councils. 

We are especially pleased at the efforts 
many Councils have made to implement 
proper Retention programs—it has made 
a real difference! However, there are still 
far too many Councils that simply want to 

“clear the books” with-
out making the effort to 
reach out to members 
beyond simply bill-
ing them for dues. The 
guiding principle here is 
Fraternity. 

Although the State 
Deputy’s deadline of 
November 1 for the sub-
mission of Forms 1845 

has passed, Councils should continue their 
retention efforts all year long. The goal is 
not simply to get these members to pay 
their dues—it is also to bring them to back 
to some level of active participation in our 
Order.

The entire State Membership Team 
wishes you and your families a Happy 
Thanksgiving!

Fraternally, Rick Hughes, State Mem-
bership Director. V

Growing Our MembershipKnights Membership

Here are the following  
Degree Dates for the next 
two months. All Knights 

need to make sure that you get in 
touch with you Sponsor prior to the 
Degree. Sponsors it is your respon-
sibility to make sure that you help 
your candidate advance to the next 
level towards full Knighthood. It was 
a great thing to see so many new 1st 
Degrees at the November Meeting.
Here are the new Members from the 
October 17th 1st Degree:
• Kevin Boudreau, Michael Fab-

bro, Andrew Masse, and Chris-
tian Galvan.

  Below are the dates for upcoming 
Degrees:
• Nov 12th 1st Degree ceremo-

ny at Saint Francis of Assisi in  
Seffner

• Nov 14th – 3rd Degree at  
Sacred Heart Academy at 1:00 
p.m. Contact Grand Knight if 
interested

• Nov 21st – 2nd Degree held at 
St Stephen’s School at 9 a.m.  
Please show up at 8:15.   

• Nov 28th   4th Degree exempli-
fication is  in Orlando

•  Dec 19th  3rd Degree ceremo-
ny in Haines City

•  Dec 19th – 1st Degree held at 
St Stephen’s School at 9 a.m.  
Please show up at 8:15.

   As you can see there are a lot 
of opportunities for advancement.  
Brothers please let pay attention to 
the schedule and help our Brothers 
advance towards Full Knighthood. 
As for the new members EVERY 
MONTH on the 1st WEDNSEDAY 
we have an ADMISSIONS COM-
MITTEE please ask one Catholic 
Gentleman to join this great Council! 
If they cannot attend the weekday 
admissions committee we will have 
one the day of the Degree. V
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St. Stephen 
Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
Mark Lovejoy

Deputy Grand Knight 
Larry Evers 

Chancellor   
John Berrie

Warden 
James Pryor

Advocate   
Julio Alvarez

Lecturer
Frank Wuco

Recorder   
Paul Spinler

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
Mike Grogan

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mike Formato 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Charles Lusky

Guards  
Bob Murray  

Rich Sarnowski 
Bob Murray

There is a great man who 
makes every man feel 
small.  But the real great 

man is the man who makes  
every man feel great.” 

G. K. Chesterton, an English 
writer and convert to Cathol-
icism wrote these words, and 
these words can and do apply 
to every one of the Knights in 
our Council.  While some men 
choose to walk alone in this 
world, Knights get involved to 
make our Parish and community 
a better place.  

This is why we feel energized and grat-
ified after we do something in service with 
our fellow Knights, and why we all need to 
reach out to our fellow Knights to get them 
involved in Council activities.

How many brother Knights do you 
know and see regularly at Mass or in the 
community, but who don’t come to our 
Council’s monthly business meetings or 
exemplifications?  

Everyone should try and participate in 
at least one Council activity before the end 

of the year.  Attending a Business Meeting 
or a Degree Exemplification or working a 
Bucs games will recharge your battery and 
remind you of why you joined the Knights 
of Columbus.  

At the next Mass, when you see a fellow 
Knight who you haven’t seen in a while, tell 
him that you’re going to the Christmas Party 
on December 4 at the Church.  Be the kind 
of man that makes other men feel great! V

Never Walk Alone

2015 Soccer Challenge
This month, the 2015 district soccer 

challenge was held at St. Stephen 
Catholic School. Several St. Ste-

phen Mustangs received medals for their 
efforts in the competition. 

Once again, a huge Thank You to  

WGK Mark Lovejoy, Patrick Roach, 
plus Cam Czaja, Jerry Coffey, Bob  
Murray, Roland Tiso, Rick Hughes and 
Larry Evers for their assistance in making 
this event happen. V
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 
Chris Klein

membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Larry Evers
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 
Gerry Coffee  

community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Bruce Czaja
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

John Berrie  
squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Chris Lewis 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Lecturer 
Frank Wuco 

lector@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 
Ed Sleyzak

Scott Huetteman
communications@kofc14084.org

The Adult Choir’s resources can often 
be endless. When Realtor Anne Marie 
Vaughan had exhausted most of her avail-
able options for finding a suitable home, a 
hand went up from another choir member 
as possibly having a solution. Dr. Karen 
Unger had a rental property that would 
be coming available.  Being recently wid-
owed, however, the home had fallen into 
recognizable disrepair since the tragic acci-
dent and eventual passing 14 months ago of 
her husband, who was the one that kept up 
the property. This rental home now needed 
a LOT of LOVE to bring it back to a state 
of “livable.”

A couple phone calls, a conversation or 
two, and again, the adult choir’s member-
ship reached the Knights of Columbus, 
The Men’s Club, the Homemakers of 
Hope (formerly San Jose Homemakers) 
and a host of other volunteers.  

Within two weeks, the tiny home has 
taken on a renewed facelift, mostly due to 
the efforts of men and women who don’t 
even know this wonderful young family.  
The blessings go far beyond that of helping 
this family transition to the Valrico area.  

Being a very well educated woman,  
Dr. Karen Unger found it difficult to come 
up with the words to describe her heartfelt 
thanks. She simply offered this property 
as a “possible” solution, knowing it would 
take a mountain of work to make it a com-
fy-cozy home for our newcomers.  

The list of folks helping is lengthy; 
the list of donations and free professional  
services is overwhelming; the transforma-
tion of this home into a beautiful space for 
a handicapped mother, husband and small  
infant sounds like a chapter in a popular TV 
show.   

No, it is not Hollywood at all. It’s just 
a small story of what St. Stephen parish is 
all about. V

No Hill Too Steep Con’t From Page 1
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Cirello

Faithful Captain 
S/K John Montaldo  

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Mike Grogan  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Steve Haines 

 Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Ed Sleyzak 

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K Ed Sleyzak

S/K Mark Lovejoy

S/K John Berrie

Admiral 
S/K Julio Alvarez

Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Larry Evers 

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Mike Formato

the events surrounding and following the 
First World War, when the world saw the 
systematic elimination of Christians in the 
Middle East.
Recently, Pope Francis has used the term 

“genocide” to describe what is happening 
today to Christians in Iraq and Syria. And 
Father Douglas Bazi, an Iraqi priest who 
runs a refugee camp in Erbil, Iraq, told me 
recently that the term genocide is “the polite 
word” for what is happening to his people.
Father Bazi should know. He has survived 

kidnapping and torture. He has seen his 
own church blown up. He has had his teeth 
knocked out with a hammer and his bones 
broken by beatings. He has been shot in the 
leg, and narrowly escaped being killed by 
two separate car bombs. And he told me 
that he is “one of the lucky ones,” because 
he is still alive.
Designating these “lucky ones” simply 

as “internally displaced persons” is simply 
not good enough. We are grateful to the  
governments of Canada and the United 
States that they have agreed to accept more 
refugees, but the question we are bound 
to ask is: “How many of them will be  
Christians?”
The ironies abound as Christianity ap-

proaches what could be its twilight in the 
Middle East. Today’s Christians in the 
Middle East represent a link to one of the 
most important — if forgotten — chapters 
in Christian history. Forgotten in the horror 
of the present is the glory of the past.
As historian Philip Jenkins makes clear in 

his book The Lost History of Christianity, 
the shaping of our modern conversation on 
genocide is just one recent development 
within a much larger legacy of the long 
Christian presence in the Middle East.
Though mostly forgotten today, Christi-

anity’s rich history in Iraq and Syria goes 
back two millennia. For centuries, it was 
a major missionary force, spreading the 
Gospel as far as China, India and Tibet. By 
many measures, according to Jenkins, the 
Middle East was more Christian than many 
parts of Europe for the first millennium  
after Christ.
Islam, too, has benefited enormously from 

the cultural achievements of Eastern Chris-
tianity.

Jenkins writes: “It was Christians … 
who preserved and translated the cultural  
inheritance of the ancient world — the 
science, philosophy, and medicine — and 
who transmitted it to centers like Bagh-
dad and Damascus. Much of what we call 
Arab scholarship was in reality Syriac,  
Persian, and Coptic … It was Syriac-speaking  
Christian scholars who brought the works 
of Aristotle to the Muslim world. ... Syri-
ac Christians even make the first reference 
to the efficient Indian numbering system  
that we know today as ‘Arabic’. … Such 
were the Christian roots of the Arabic  
golden age.”
Having contributed enormously to the re-

gion they call home, Christians now face 
extinction there. Scholars can recover a 
“lost history” in the Middle East, but schol-
arship alone cannot prevent a lost future.
The worst aspects of the 20th century are 

again unfolding in the 21st century. As  
the Nuremberg trials revealed, Hitler  
confidently planned his own genocide,  
saying: “Who, after all, speaks today of the 
annihilation of the Armenians?”
But this is not only a question of memory; 

it is also a question of will.
Article 8 of the U.N. Convention on 

Genocide states: “Any Contracting Party 
may call upon the competent organs of the 
United Nations to take such action under 
the Charter of the United Nations as they 
consider appropriate for the prevention and 
suppression of acts of genocide.”
We are therefore grateful to U.S. Reps. 

Jeff Fortenberry and Anna Eshoo for intro-
ducing a resolution denouncing the geno-
cide being perpetrated against Christians 
and other religious minorities in Iraq and 
Syria, and we urge every member of the 
House and Senate to support it. V
Vivat Jesus!

Supreme Con’t From Page 2
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Nov. Birthdays
Peter Albright
Carlos Ayala
John Berrie
Joshua Bohnart
Mario Castillo
John Cirello
John Columbia
Fabian Covarrubias
Martin Cunningham
Joe Disanto
Bobby Frady
John Franco
Anthony Giaccone
Ralph Hahn
Scott Hottenstein
Richard Houk
Hubert Knights
Richard Lechowich
Emery Longanga
Robert Mari
Jose Maysonet
Gregory Minton
Charles Mowery
Christian Mowery
Jeffrey Nicholas
Daniel Peterschmidt
Phillip Primacio
Michael Roman
Matt Shirina
Pedro Torres
Dimitri Tripodi
Richard Walsh
George Weber
Francis Xavier

Please help continue the positive momentum and Join your 
Brothers, Families and Friends in helping earn the revenue 
that will help us Make a Difference in our Community.

We’ve now completed the Shakeout Day and the pre-season games. We’ve 
done relatively well although we took an unanticipated hit when we fell 
below the required minimum at our first pre-season event. However, that’s 

behind us and we now have to focus and get serious about filling the gaps for the 
remainder of the NFL Season, the Concert and the Outback Bowl, to at least get us 
through January 1st. 
Keep in mind that 13 is the minimum, and we can always use additional volunteers 

(which we get paid for), at the very least having standbys helps alleviate the stress of 
having to search for volunteers at the last minute should someone have to drop out 
for unforeseen circumstances. Additionally, filling in the gaps now (and identifying 
backups) gives us much greater flexibility, and also allows me to ease up on the emails 
and focus them on those who’ve signed on.  
REMINDER: This is a ‘COUNCIL’ effort where every able bodied Brother is  

expected to volunteer forat least one event. V
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November 14 3rd Degree - Sacred Heart Academy
November 21 2nd Degree - St. Stephen Catholic School
December 4 Council Christmas Party
December 5 Roadside Cleanup 8:00am Redeemer Church
December 12 VAVS Christmas Party
December 19 1st Degree - St. Stephen Catholic School

Note: Corporate Masses are now always at the 8Am Mass, on the 2nd week of the 
1st month of each quarter. Mark your calendars today.

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defend-
er of the widow and or-

phan, you called your priest, Fa-
ther Michael J. McGivney, to be 
an apostle of Christian family life 
and to lead the young to the gen-
erous service of their neighbor. 

Through the example of his 
life and virtue may we follow 
your Son, Jesus Christ, more 
closely, fulfilling his command-
ment of charity and building up 
his Body which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Knight of the Month
  Roland Tiso

Family of the Month
  Jerry Coffee Family


